




Welcome
Each year the BBC ACORN USER SHOW grows in size, reflecting the tremendous and buoyant 
support for this unique market. We are delighted to be organising the Show once again with the 
enthusiastic support of BBC ACORN USER MAGAZINE and invaluable assistance of ACORN 
COMPUTERS.

Our thanks also to the record number of Exhibitors, many of whom have taken larger stands this 
year and promise to offer many exciting and fascinating new products. Whether from 'old hands' or 
new exhibitors, there is bound to be something to interest everyone who visits the Show.

Spend some time in the large screen theatre where a daily programme of events will inform and 
entertain you, or join in the schools projects and be enthralled by the activities of the children 
demonstrating their skills with computers.

Finally, our thanks to you, the visitor. We know that you travel from far and near to attend the 
Show and your support is very much appreciated by all of us. We hope that we have been able to 
put together a Show to match your expectations and look forward to seeing you again next year.

Geoff Potter - Safesell Exhibitions



Welcome to the BBC Acorn User Show 1992
— the only major event dedicated to the world of Acorn.

Sponsored by BBC Acorn User magazine, this year sees a bigger and better show, with 
many new products and activities to excite both current Acorn users, and those who have 
yet to try an Acorn machine.

The success of last year's show took us completely by surprise and we had to carefully 
control entry to the venue to ensure the large number of visitors were admitted safely. This 
year we have moved into the larger Hall 3 of the Wembley Exhibition Centre, offering more 
space to exhibitors and visitors alike.

The show is packed with new and interesting products, including the new A3010 Family 
Solution computer from Acorn. They have also organised a special Education area so that 
teachers and concerned parents can meet education experts to discuss hardware and 
software matters.

The show is also about activity. So you will find a celebrity-packed theatre presentation, as 
well as special 'clinics' covering key applications, from desktop publishing to graphics. In 
fact, you should be able to find an answer to practically any question about Acorn 
computing.

Whether you want to try the latest machines on the Acorn stand, or get some helpful and 
independent advice from the team of BBC Acorn User magazine, you have come to the 
right place. Enjoy the Show.

Barry Monk - Managing Editor, BBC Acorn 
User

Welcome to the 1992 BBC Acorn User Show.
The past few months have seen a number of exciting developments, with fourteen new 
products launched by Acorn Computers in the summer period alone. The majority of 
you will undoubtedly have read about the new computers, but, for many, this Show will 
be the first opportunity to touch and explore the new range.

Home computer users should get to know the A3010 - the first 32-bit RISC computer on 
sale anywhere in the world for under £500 - available in the Family Pack and Learning 
Curve configurations; educationalists will want to see the A3020 which is a natural 
successor to the highly successful A3000 computer; everyone will want to try out the 
A4000 and A5000 computers in the middle and top end of the Archimedes range; and 
don't forget to look out for the A4 notebook and the Acorn Pocket Book!

As well as new products from Acorn, there are also many new applications from our third-
party developers of both software and hardware. Some will be on show for the first time at 
Acorn User. And to add a bit of fun to the proceedings, we're featuring the Acorn User 
Passport competition with a prize of a holiday for two in Egypt for the lucky winner. Take 
your passport along to the ten stands listed on its pages as you walk around the Show to 
qualify for the chance to win the holiday of a lifetime.

There is so much to see and plenty to do at the BBC Acorn User Show 1992.
Thank you for coming and have a great time.

Acorn Computers Ltd











The Theatre

The Theatre will run a wide variety of 20 minute programmes each day.
Regardless of your age or IT knowledge, there will be something to entertain
and inform you.

For those with children in mind, we have demonstrations of the kind of
software available for children in various age ranges. For those who have
always wanted to make the most of their computer, but never knew quite
where to start there are a few ideas to help you.

We also have some special interest items and details of these and the other
presentations are displayed at the entrance to the Theatre.

See also the proposed timetable on page 10 of this Guide.



Friday 16th and Saturday 17th October

10.30 The Home Staffroom
A presentation of applications which can help the 
teacher at home, including administration, 
department and resource management.

11.00 !Paint, !Draw, !Edit - Utilise IT
We show you the versatility and flexibility of 
these applications, and show how basic skills 
can be applied to sophisticated use.

11.30 The Publishing Solution
Professional document design on the Acorn 
system.
Friday - presented by Kirk Allchorne, Marketing 
Manager, Professional Sales, Acorn.
Saturday - presented by Simon Woodward, 
Sales & Marketing Manager, professional Sales, 
Acorn.

12.00 Multimedia, CD-ROM and all that!
Why users of any Acorn RISC OS system should 
be jumping for joy. See how moving video, 
graphics, sound and text can be fully integrated 
in applications available today.
Presenter - Paul McKinnon, Cumana

12.30 I'll be home early!
Office software and its compatibility and 
portability for the home. Word and data 
processing, graphics, accounting and advertising 
will be demonstrated.

1.00 First Steps
For parents, young children and first-time users 
illustrating software that is stimulating, 
challenging and exciting.

1.30 "Look what I did at school today" 
Exploring the vast range of applications available 
and currently being used in Junior and Middle 
Schools, and its relevance to National Curriculum 
attainment targets.

2.00 Flexibility and Compatibility
How Acorn products link to the DOS world - a 
presentation for everyone.
Presenter - Mike Howieson, Retail Operations 
Manager, Acorn

2.30 Working from Home
Data handling between computers and difference 
applications, and the collation of files into a 
document.

3.00 Celebrity Quest for Gold
The final of the Quest for Gold heats which are 
taking place today in the Games Arcade. Two 
finalists will be coached and cheered on by 
members of the Chafford Hundred group. an 
athletics organisation designed to help young 
athletes.
Compere - Alistair France, Area Manager, Acorn.

3.30 Newshounds
Pupils from St Bede's School, Cambridge will 
Show how they use desktop publishing software 
to produce the Show Newsletter.

4.00 A Day in the Life of an Acorn computer
A light hearted demonstration of the wide range 
of applications and uses for an A3010. Presenter 
- Alistair France, Area Manager, Acorn.

5.00 Examining Software
Reflecting the quality and sophistication of 
software and the everyday IT skills now 
exercised by teenage students as part of their 
everyday coursework.

On Sunday 18th October the programme will 
be as follows:

10.30 Home Staffroom
11.00 !Paint, lDraw, !Edit - Utilise IT
11.30 The Publishing Solution
12.00 Multimedia, CD-ROM and all that!
12.30 Working from Home
1.00 First Steps
1.30 "Look what I did at school today"
2.00 A Day in the Life of an Acorn 

computer
2.30 Examining Software
3.00 Celebrity Quest for Gold
4.00 Advanced RISC Machines

Unless otherwise shown, the presenter in the 
Theatre is Alistair Wells, Head of Information 
Technology, Netherhall school, Cambridge.

Presentations last for 20 minutes

In case of any changes to the programme, 
p lease check  on the  board  outs ide  the  
Theatre.













SHOW HIGHLIGHTS
So much to discover...

With no less than four new computers from Acorn on show to a large audience for the first 
time, plus revisions to existing Acorn machines, this year's BBC Acorn User Show is 
undoubtedly the premiere event in the Acorn user's calendar.

Excitement is growing around the new range of Acorn machines, particularly the A3010 at 
just £499, which can be plugged into an ordinary television via a supplied UHF adapter. 
Despite being cheaper than the A3000 it replaces, the A3010 is 50 per cent faster and has a 
built-in joystick interface, 1.6Mb floppy drive and the latest version of the Acorn operating 
system, Risc OS 3.1. There should be A3010s in plenty, all doing their stuff at the show, and 
Acorn promises to stock up with lots for customers to take home with them.

The classroom version of the A3010 is the A3020. It looks the same as a A3010 externally 
except that the function keys are red, like the old A3000. You won't find a joystick port on 
this version, instead there's an AUN (Acorn Universal Network) socket for Acorn's new 
hybrid Econet/Ethernet networking strategy.
Looking like a half-height A5000, the final new Risc-based member of the Acorn family is the 
A4000, which shares the electronics of the A3020 but in a more professional three-box 
configuration with a separate keyboard.

Perhaps the most surprising debut at the show will be Acorn's new PocketBook computer, a 
thinly disguised Psion Series 3. However, the disguise is more than just skin-deep –Acorn 
has reprogrammed the built-in suite of software by adding a spreadsheet and the necessary 
drivers to enable the PocketBook to conveniently trade files with a more conventional Acorn 
Risc computer. Once you've played with one of these little beasts, you will find it difficult to 
let go!

Don't forget to check out the revised A5000, which now comes with 80Mb and 120Mb hard 
drive options. Network managers will no doubt want a peek at the new floppy-only A5000, 
designed just for them. There's even good news for those of you who are not interested in 
replacing their Arcs just yet, since Acorn has announced the availability of Risc OS 3.1 
upgrades for all Archimedes computers including the original A300 and A400 series.

Acorn is working hard to establish itself as a leading multimedia platform and Replay, Acorn'
s real time video display system, spearheads this campaign. No other video window system 
offers comparable performance to Replay at anywhere near the price. Replay is being 
exploited by an increasing number of multimedia software developers and publishers, most 
commonly in CD-Rom publications.

Acorn also plan to release two DIY Replay systems: one for software developers and one 
for home users. They hope to be showing a prototype for the first time at the show. If you 
want to find out more about the whole world of multimedia, make sure you pick up the latest 
issue of BBC Acorn User.

It would be impossible to include all the highlights from each of the 70-plus stands at the 
show. Some new products will not be announced until the show opens, so there will still be 
plenty to discover when you arrive...

























Schools Projects
Eight schools are involved in the Show this year in the Schools Projects Area, each showing a 
different aspect of educational uses of Acorn computers. Many of them are also competing for the 
prize of an Oldham Overlay Keyboard presented by North West SEMERC for the most innovative use 
of Phases2 at the Show.
You can join in a lesson, or just watch while a teacher takes pupils of all ages through the learning 
process with a variety of software and in the project area you can see the results of work that has 
been going on throughout the term - from control technology to building castles, to producing a 
newsletter. At the videosnaps stand you can be captured by a camcorder on disk - take the image 
home and input it into your own documents! Proceeds to charity.
Copthall School for Girls from Mill Hill will be designing fruit jam labels using !Paint and !Draw and 
then incorporating them into an Impression Junior document of jam recipes. They will also be using 
Frontier 2000 as part of the National Curriculum to stimulate factual and creative writing, show map 
reading and research. Another group will be using !Draw to develop a database of letterhead designs 
as part of their GCSE Computer Studies and a further group are using PinPoint to survey eating habits.
Mill Hill School for Boys, well experienced at exhibiting at this Show, will be using Art Works and 
showing software they have written themselves for a Talking Circuit Designer and a Molecular 
Creator. They will also be running the Videosnaps project and the Product Locator stand.
Oakington Manor School from Brent have a control technology project using Lego and Coco software 
and some children will be producing a newsletter with 5 year old children using Tiny Draw to contribute 
whilst the older children use Phases2 and Impression Junior to create the pages.
Mitchell Brook School also from Brent will have - on Friday, the Infant Language Unit for children with 
specific speech and language disabilities using My World linked to Phases2. On Saturday and 
Sunday 6 and 7 year olds will be displaying the school's approach to writing, using Imagine, Tiny Draw 
and Tiny Logo.
Alperton Secondary School, from Brent, are demonstrating how community languages such as Tamil 
and Gujerati, can be used in tandem with English to aid multi-cultural communication, particularly 
assisting students with little or no English.
Copeland Community School and Technology Centre GMS, also from Brent, will be bringing their 
Design and Communication group, who will be using Tabs to produce castles, printing them out on a 
CAMM1 A3 plotter!
And finally, don't be surprised if, just as you are leaving, you are accosted by students from Oakwood 
School, from Horley, Surrey who are running an Exit Poll project as part of their GCSE Business 
Studies course. Their questions shouldn't take you more than a couple of minutes and will be added to 
a database at the Show to analyse your response to the Show and perhaps a little more!

On the Newshounds stand, also based in the Schools Projects Area will be St Bede's School from 
Cambridge. For the last few years these children have produced a Show Newspaper and this year is 
no exception. They will be using the Desktop Folio package from ESM and an additional software 
enhancement, the "Editor's Pack" to reduce some of the layout time. Watch out for these 
Newshounds at the Show and be careful what you say as these young reporters will be honest and 
forthright with their reporting! During the Show it is also hoped that the team will present a short 
demonstration in the large screen theatre showing how the pages of a publication can be built up from 
a range of pre-prepared articles and graphics.

The schools will be in the tutorial area and the project area at different times throughout the Show and 
we suggest that visitors check the information board outside the schools area for confirmation. The 
Videosnaps and Exit Poll projects will run at all times.









Acorn in the Marketplace
School work, business, word processing, games, desktop publishing — whatever you want to do, you 
can do it on an Acorn computer. Or can you? Why should you choose an Acorn machine when you 
could buy an Atari, or a Commodore, or a PC?

Well, let's look at Acorn's prime market first — education. Computers can be found on over 75 percent 
of schools in the UK, and with its new A3020 and PocketBook computers, the company looks set to set 
standards which many other rival companies will find hard to match. Add to that the new Acorn in 
Education Centres, and Education Dealers, the advice and sales service should ensure that the 
company retains its market lead.

On the home front, Acorn is making significant in-roads into the mass market, taking on the likes of 
Commodore and Atari with its new range of machines.To date, Acorn has led the way in 32-bit 
technology and it is only recently that other companies have extended their ranges beyond 16-bit. The 
key to Acorn's strategy in the home market is to provide solutions — so the new A3010 Family Solution 
pack is designed to appeal to the youngsters for school work (and games!), and to parents for home 
accounts or wordprocessing.

Acorn computers offer both speed and power which put many rival machines to shame — and at a price 
which can be very competitive. For example, in the desktop publishing area, a DTP system based 
around the Acorn A5000, including a printer and scanner, can be obtained for half the price of an 
equivalent Apple Macintosh system. It can also be cheaper than a similar PC-based system.

Many professional organisations use Acorn-based systems. BBC Acorn User was the first newsstand 
publication to be produced solely on the Archimedes, and other journals — including BA U's sister 
publication, Educational Computing & Technology — have since moved over to the Archimedes.

But what about so-called 'industry compatibility?' This is of particular interest to business users who 
may already be using PCs in their offices. Well, the latest Acorn machines can run Acorn's PC Emulator 
software, which allows PC applications on Acorn machines. So, if you run IBM PC-compatible software 
at work, you can bring it home to run on your Acorn machine. And, of course, there is an excellent 
range of business software for Acorn machines — Eureka, the latest spreadsheet package from 
Longman Logotron, is a perfect example.

Graphically, there is little to touch Acorn machines, which have a reputation for excellent graphical 
output. The range of packages available for the budding artist range from simple educational packages 
to the high-spec Artworks package from Computer Concepts, which can help you turn your dreams into 
visual reality.

Want to play games? Well, there are over 200 available for Acorn machines, ranging from intensive 
space simulations to good old shoot 'em ups! Acorn recently released Quest for Gold, its athletics 
simulation put together with the help of top athletes such as Linford Christie. The speed and graphics 
capability of the new Acorn 32-bit machines make playing these even more exciting than their 16-bit 
counterparts — and many new titles are expected before the end of the year.

Many recent changes at Acorn have encouraged a 'new vision for the future' — which means that the 
company intends to closely match its products with the aspirations of current and new Acorn users and 
try and deliver the products that not only meet, but exceed, expectations.

The choice, as they say, is yours...











Acorn Computers Limited
Since its foundation over 13 years ago, Acorn Computers Limited has won international 
recognition as an innovative market leader in personal computer products and services, in 
partnership with third parties.

From its earliest beginnings through to its pioneering 8-bit BBC computers and its 32-bit 
Archimedes succession, Acorn has been working at the leading edge in computing 
technologies.

However, it is the development of its own Reduced Instruction Set Computer (RISC) 
processor, which began in 1983, that has led to the most significant price and 
performance breakthrough.

In November 1990 a new chip design company, Advanced RISC Machines Ltd. was 
launched as a joint venture by Acorn Computers, VLSI Technology and Apple Computers 
to develop and market a family of advanced processors based on Acorn's ARM design. In 
April of this year Acorn won its second Queen's Award for Technological Achievement for 
the design of the ARM processor.

Following the launch in 1987 of the first sub-£1000 32-bit RISC machine - the Archimedes 
personal computer - Acorn has manufactured over 250,000 RISC-based machines. 
Although many of these computers are used in schools and higher education or training, 
ever more powerful machines are helping the British company open up new, fast growing 
markets around the world. 1990 saw the introduction of the A540 and R260 personal 
workstations operating at 13.5mips and supporting standard UNIX operating systems. In 
1991 Acorn launched its highly successful A5000, operating with RISC 0S3 and using the 
ARM3 processor, and this summer saw the launch of 14 new products including a laptop 
portable, computer systems specifically aimed at the consumer marketplace, a 
comprehensive range of desktop models, and the new handheld Pocket Book.

The Archimedes range of machines makes Acorn virtually unique in the world of 
computing. No other company in the UK, and less than a handful elsewhere, is involved 
with machines all the way from the technology at their heart right through to the end users 
who have the machines on their desks.

Acorn Computers Limited is part of the Acorn Computer Group plc which went public on 
the USM in 1983. In 1985 the international Olivetti Group bought a substantial 
shareholding in Acorn so as to gain access to the technological excellence for which 
Acorn has become renowned.

Acorn currently employs over 240 people based in Cambridge - half of whom are 
computer scientists and engineers. Its products are sold internationally through dealers 
and distributors as well as through value added re-sellers and the company has its own 
subsidiaries in Australia and New Zealand.
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